Method and apparatus for treatment of waste gas produced when making 
tobacco-processing industrial products 
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The tobacco (9) processing plant has extracts to 
collect air from the processing sections. The air is 
filtered and the larger particles of tobacco are 
returned to the process while the fine dust is 
filtered out (3). The filtered air is then cooled 
before being ducted back to the process plant. 
The air cooling is via water cooled heat 
exchangers cooled outside the plant. By mixing 
the airflow with fine particulate with that carrying 
the larger tobacco particles a combined airflow of 
sufficient flow rate is obtained to carry the 
particulate to the separation filters (28} from 
where the useful particles are returned to the 
process. 
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- Re : Remarks concerning the patentability of European patent application 00)12459,3 

according to Ait 1 15 EPC 

European patent application 001 12459 J was filed on 10.06.2000 in the name of FOCKE & 
Co. (GmbH & Co.), was published on 27.122000 with publication No. EP-A1-1 062 883 and 
claims a German priority (DE 1 9928360) of 21 .06.1999. 

The present remarks are mainly based on the following documents: 



Annex 1 (Ai) 


US 4055192 


Annex 2 (A2) 


EP 876855 



Annex 2 was not cited in the European search report 

For the purpose of improving clarity the present remark? do not consider other documents 
cited in the European search report Nevertheless it should be emphasized that the present remarks 
are not to be taken only alone, but can also be considered in combination with any other argument 
obtainable from the other documents cited in the search report . 
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